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Horses can be significant contributors to water quality impairment with the 50 pounds of manure they produce 

every day. Horse manure composting is one way to reduce this impairment. This webcast will discuss various 

aspects of composting horse manure. Bedding options and how they impact the composting process as well as basic 

design considerations in large and small operations will be discussed. An application for continuing education 

credit for Certified Crop Advisors (CCAs) and members of the American Registry of Professional Animal Scientists 

(ARPAS) has been submitted. 
 

Mollie Bogardus is an Equine and Agricultural Specialist with Aveterra and Green Mountain 

Technologies. She holds an MBA in Sustainable Business from the Bainbridge Graduate 

Institute where she focused on agricultural waste management; specifically, composting and the 

alternative uses for the composted material. Mollie had a 30+ year career owning and managing 

a hunter/jumper barn, an annual USEF horse show, and a breeding program, as well as training 

and showing before pursuing her MBA. In 2015, she has begun Aveterra, a business designed to 

help farms find the highest value for their waste. Email: mollie@compostingtechnology.com 

 

Jamie Cohen is an Extension Agent for University of Florida/IFAS Marion County Extension. 

She educates on water quality, waste management and natural resources conservation issues. 

Horse farm owners and managers are targeted specifically, as they represent a significant 

population in the county.  A horse professional since 1994, Jamie has managed prominent H/J 

show and boarding barns, worked in the Thoroughbred industry and was a veterinary technician 

for over ten years. She holds a B.S. in both Journalism and Animal Science. Phone: (352) 671-

8792; Email: Jamie.Cohen@marioncountyfl.org  
 

Steve Komar is an Agricultural Agent for Rutgers Cooperative Extension in Sussex county, NJ. 

He holds a B.S. in plant and soil science and an M.S. in crop physiology. Steve is responsible for 

the educational programs in commercial plant and animal agriculture for Sussex County. He also 

prepares animal waste management plans at the state level cooperatively with the NRCS. Phone: 

(973) 948-3040; Email: skomar@njaes.rutgers.edu  
 

How Do I Participate? 
On the day of the webcast, go to www.extension.org/58813 to download the speaker’s power point presentations 

and connect to the virtual meeting room. First time viewers should also follow the steps at: 

www.extension.org/8924.   
 

For More Information 
* Composting and the Benefits: Achieving Practice Change through Education to Reduce Nutrient Loads and 

Increase Adoption of Best Management Practices – www.extension.org/72780  

* Benefits of Bedding Reuse for the Equine Industry – www.extension.org/67724   

* Effects of bedding type on compost quality of equine stall waste: Implications for small horse farms – 

http://www.extension.org/sites/default/files/Komar%20composting%20reprint%202012.pdf  

* Manure Management Strategies Webinar -- Help Your Horse, Help the Farm AND Protect Our Water – 

https://connect.msu.edu/p8yko9zhhoq/?launcher=false&fcsContent=true&pbMode=normal  

* Pasture Soil Health Brings Great Benefits – http://issuu.com/floridahorse/docs/nov2014fhbinder/0  
 

The LPE Learning Center is a project dedicated to the vision that individuals involved in public policy issues, animal production, and delivery of 
technical services for confined animal systems should have on-demand access to the nation's best science-based resources. See our website 
at: http://www.extension.org/animal+manure+management.  
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